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and this calls for ready money, and that ready
money by so much diminishes his stock in trade;
nor is the wife at all to be charged in this case,
unless she either pat him to more charge than was
needful, or showed herself dissatisfied with things
necessary, and required extravagant gaiety and ex-
pense. Secondly, servants. If the man was frugal
before, it may be he shifted with a shop, and a ser-
vant in it, an apprentice or journeyman, or perhaps
without one at first, arid a lodging for himself,
where he kept no other servant, and so his ex-
penses went on small and easy; or if he was
obliged to take a house, because of his business,
and the situation of his shop, he then either let part
of the house to lodgers, keeping himself a chamber
in it, or at the worst left it unfurnished, and without
any one but a maid-servant to dress his victuals
and keep the house clean; and thus he goes on
while a bachelor with a middling expense at most.

But when he brings home a wife, besides the
furnishing his house, he must have formal house-
keeping, even at the very first; and as children
come on, more servants, that is, maids and nurses,
that are as necessary as the bread he eats, especially
if he multiplies apace, as he ought to suppose he
may. In this case let the wife be frugal and ma-
naging, let her be unexceptionable in her expense,
yet the man finds his charge mount high, and per-
haps too high for his gettings, notwithstanding the
additional stock obtained by her portion ; and what
is the end of this but inevitable decay, and at last
poverty and ruin ?

Nay, the more the woman is blameless, the more
certain is his overthrow; for if it was an expense
that was extravagant and unnecessary, and that his
wife ran him out by her high living and gaiety, he
might .find ways to retrench, to take up in time, and